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usually do some shopping in the town. To walk there
takes about ij hours. But trade between the village
and Tai Maio Chiung is insignificant as compared with
that with Chen Tse.

In the process of collecting rural produce, Chen Tse
monopolizes nearly all the rice trade of the village.
But it has never completely monopolized the silk pro-
duce, and since the establishment of the silk factory in
the village, manufactured silk has been directly trans-
ported to Shanghai. Even in former times, when the
village supplied a large quantity of raw silk for the
weaving industry in Sheng Tse, a town about 12 miles
east of the village, there was a boat which plied direct
to that town. It was too far for a daily return trip,
and the service was irregular, so the boat was only
engaged in selling. It ceased to run more than ten
years ago owing on the one hand to the decline of the
weaving industry of the town, and on the other to
the reform of the silk industry in the village.

An interesting study might be made of the com-
petition of the towns to secure tributary territories.
But a detailed analysis of this problem requires a
wider investigation of the whole region than the present
study could afford.

9. MARKETING AND PRODUCTION

Silk and sheep are produced entirely for selling.
We have already seen how the price has affected the
production in these industries. The low prite of
native silk stimulated the reform programme. As a
result of the reform, the amount of the production of
native silk was greatly reduced. But in recent years,
the amount has not declined in proportion to the decline
of price. On the contrary there are signs of an increase.